General Emergency Services Part I

Reference Texts: 

CAPR 60-3 CAP Emergency Services Training and Operational Missions

http://level2.cap.gov/documents/u_082503073358.pdf
CAPR 173-3 Payment for Civil Air Patrol Support 

http://level2.cap.gov/documents/u_082503080636.pdf
Online ES Page: http://level2.cap.gov/index.cfm?nodeID=5785
Test site: https://tests.cap.af.mil/ops/tests/default.cfm?Message=Ok&grp=dos&CFID=7662&CFTOKEN=87053287
Emergency Services (ES):


Search and Rescue (SAR)


Disaster Relief (DR)


Homeland Security (Previously Civil Defense (CD)

* CAP911T imminently serious missions: need to be approved by Wing Commander and State Director. This is ONLY used in extreme emergency and when a mission number can’t be obtained quick enough.

On Missions, whom do we work for?


State of California: Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES)


Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC)

Where do we go to find out the regulations on these missions?

CAPR 60-3 and US Supplement to the International Aviation and Maritime SAR Manual are the primary manuals to focus on ES. In addition to those, aircrews and their managers reference the CAPR 60-1. NHQ CAP/DO must approve all of these manuals as well as any supplements.

How does an ELT mission start?

Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT)/ Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) is activated.

AFRCC contacts OES asking what agency they want to use.

If they choose CAP (CAWG), the Wing Mission Alerting Officer is paged (WMAO).

WMAO calls Incident Commanders (ICs) or sends out a text page requesting an IC.

IC sends out text page, Email, or Radio Traffic (REDCAP) requesting resources.

Where do I get involved?

Get you ES card, also known as CAPF 101.

How do I do that?

After this class, take the CAPT116 part 1. This is the first part of the General ES test. The test will have some of this material on it. See the links above. Send me an Email when you pass your test.

Are there any Pre-requests?

You must be a current CAP member, Complete CAPT116 parts 1 & 2, and have completed at least Level 1 (for senior members) or Achievement 1 (for cadets).

How do you keep track of these?

When you become ES qualified, all of this information is recorded on a CAPF114 in your personnel file.

What does it cost?

That depends on what you plan on doing, what gear you buy, etc. If you are on an Air Force Assigned (actual) Mission or Air Force Reimbursable mission and you drive or make phone calls, using a CAPF108 you may get reimbursed for fuel cost and phone call cost. The Air Force has reimbursable missions so members can train to save lives in a realistic ES environment.

So, do we get to use night vision equipment?

You may. Ground Teams are allowed to use it. The aircrew members are starting to be able to use it, but NOT pilots. As with the rest of CAP Safety is the primary concern. We will not risk the safety of our people. In fact, when there is bad weather, we don’t fly our aircraft. They may crash and be less of use than the possible crash we are looking for. In those incidents, we rely on Ground Teams (GT) only. Ground Teams will not normally be used for patient evacuation, but can be if there is no other way feasible. Ground Teams require at least four members of which one is a Ground Team Leader (GTL). For smaller missions that are presumed mistaken activation, Urban Direction Finding Team (UDF).

What if we find an ELT on Private Property?

All attempts should be made to contact the property owner. If it is a UDF mission, you will probably contact the local law enforcement. If you are on a GT mission, depending on the details and accessibility, the cost of the human lives at stake may outweigh waiting. That is the GTL and IC’s decision.

So, how do I get all these ratings?

For each rating there is a task guide. You need to learn how the tasks are performed and get signed off by a person with a higher rating and SET.

How long do they last?

As long as you participate in one mission per a year in each rating you have, you don’t have to repeat the training. If you have an advanced rating, you can check the CAP Sortie equivalency sheet and see what ratings you get credit for. For example, on a mission serving as a Ground Team Leader, you would also get credit for Ground Team Member.

What if I get hurt on one of these missions?

Once again Safety First! However accidents do happen. Depending whether you are on a CAP (Corporate) or USAF mission. More detailed info is available in your text.
This sounds really cool, but I don’t have a lot of time, what should I do?

Get your ES card anyway! The Squadron Goal is to get everyone to get GES, so at least do it for the Squadron because you are a Knight!

Do I get any ribbons or awards for it?

If you participate, yes there are. There is a “find” ribbon, a Search and Rescue ribbon, and if you complete the requirements for the Technician Rating (minus the Level 1 requirement) for Emergency Services, you are eligible to be awarded the ES Badge. Technician Rating will be awarded after turning Senior Member and completing Level 1 requirements
